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resisting military drafts, or guilty of any disloyal
practice. ..." Such persons were to be tried
by military commissions.
There can be little doubt that this proclamation
caused something like a panic in many minds,
filled them with the dread of military despotism,
and contributed to the reaction against Lincoln
in the autumn of 1862. Under this proclamation
many arrests were made and many victims were
sent to prison. So violent was the opposition
that on March 3, 1863, Congress passed an act
which attempted to bring the military and civil
courts into cooperation, though it did not take
away from the President all the dictatorial power
which he had assumed. The act seems, how-
ever, to have had little general effect, and it
was disregarded in the most celebrated of the
cases of military arrest, that of Clement L. Val-
landigham.
A representative from Ohio and one of the most
vituperative anti-Lincoln men in Congress, Val-
landigham in a sensational speech applied to the
existing situation Chatham's words, "My lords,
you cannot conquer America/' He professed to
see before him in the future nothing "but universal
political and social revolution, anarchy, and blood-